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118 - 99.67%
Cé6 - 98.96%
7B - 98.62%
8F - 98.33%
11A-98.13%

(attendance calculated until 09/12/2024)

HoY Shout Out:

Shout-out to Venkatesh V, Year 12, for
making a great start to Sixth Form life.

He is often found doing extra activities
and learning around the subjects he is

studying. Staff have commented on
how well he uses the study room

available to him. Well done Venkatesh!

Ms Vora - Head of Year 12

Subject Shout Out - Drama:

A huge thank you and well done to
the Cast and Crew of King Lear. Your
tenacity and commitment over the
last term have been incredible - and
you should be so proud of yourselves
for the outstanding result of all your
efforts. Well done.

Mr Randall - Curriculum Leader of
Drama

> A message
¥ from
Mr

- Davies:

| write this update at the end of what has seemed a very long but
successful term at the school. Our students continue to ‘thrive’ and
that shines through in this last parent bulletin of this calendar year.

Over the past fortnight, | have had the pleasure of watching our
winter concert and King Lear performance, which have both been a
joy to be part of. | spoke at the conclusion of Wednesday evening’s
drama performance to say how exceptional it was to see a
performance not only performed by students but also stage-

managed, with all the sound and lighting also being student-led. It is
testament to the ambition we have for our students and they were a
genuine credit to our community.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish all members of the
school community a restful festive period. | would also like to thank
parents/guardians for your continued support and kindness,
particularly with regard to our food bank appeal. Christmas is a time
of year for celebration, but | believe it is also a time to show kindness
and compassion while sparing a thought for others who are less
fortunate in our community and in the wider world. | remain
immensely proud to lead a school that is both in, and for, the
community.
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Year 8 Trip to Paris
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On Thursday 5th December 2024, 145 Year 8 students and 15 members of Ruislip E__‘ SA

4:45am and, after a choppy ferry journey, they all arrived at their hotel at 6:30pm.

The next day, students had 12 hours at Disneyland Paris to explore both the Magic
Kingdom and Walt Disney Studios. The experience was magical, with students
seeing lots of their favourite Disney characters in parades, eating lots of Disney-
themed snacks and enjoying all the rides the theme parks had to offer. Students
had a lot of fun during the course of the day and came back with lots of Disney-
themed merchandise!

On Saturday 7th December 2024, the group headed into central Paris, where they went on a Bateau Mouche (boat tour) along
the river Seine. This gave everyone lots of time to capture photos of Paris’s landmarks, such as the Eiffel Tower as well as Notre
Dame cathedral, which was reopened to the public on the same day.

The students’ behaviour was outstanding throughout the trip and everyone had a memorable time. Leo, Year 8, said: ‘The
teachers made the trip so fun, especially during our coach ride singing karaoke, #coach3forever!’

Meanwhile, Millie, Year 8, summed it up by saying: ‘Paris was a magical experience that | will never forget!’

The trip was led by the Head of Year 8, Ms Farrell, who said: ‘The three-day adventure to Paris was an unforgettable journey filled
with laughter, thrills and treasured memories for both staff and students. Our students were a wonderful team together on the
trip, creating bonds that will stay with them throughout their Ruislip High School journey. Paris truly was a trip of a lifetime.’

Thank you to all of the staff who helped to make the trip possible.

-

D
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December Events at RHS

The next few pages are dedicated to the exciting events, which have taken place at RHS throughout December. It
has been a packed calendar, with lots of opportunities for students to get involved in the wider community and
that have celebrated the wonderful achievements of our students.

The Winter Concert

On Wednesday 11th December, 2024, members of the RHS community,
including staff, students and parents, were treated to an evening of music
at our annual Winter Concert.

Led by Ms Nastou, Curriculum Leader for Music, the Winter Concert
featured a range of musical performances, spanning different genres. &
From piano solos, to our RHS Band performing some festive classics, it
really was a true showcase of how hard our students have worked and
what fantastic young musicians they have become. The evening was
hosted by students James and Olivia, whose warm and confident
presentation set the tone for a memorable evening.

The school choir performed several beautiful pieces, with a delightful
surprise—Mr. Maud joined in for one song, ‘Lean on Me’. The GCSE
Advanced Choir then captivated the audience with a moving rendition of ESS
‘Viva La Vida’ by Coldplay, highlighting their vocal skill.

The concert featured some incredible solo performances. Trissha, Year 12,
wowed the crowd with a stirring piano rendition of a piece from Pirates of
the Caribbean, while Edward and Rahul delivered an exquisite
performance of Rachmaninoff’s arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping
Beauty Waltz. Ray, a talented clarinetist, also performed a beautiful
interpretation of Gymnopedie No. 1 by Erik Satie. Finally, Ziana and Eli,
stunned with a fantastic duet of ‘Final Duet’, with Ziana playing the flute
and Eli accompanying on piano.

Oscar, Year 10, who performed at the concert said: “I really enjoyed the

chance to perform. Everyone worked so hard during rehearsals - it is so
great to see it all come together!”

Ms Hill, Curriculum Leader of Art, Craft and Design, shared their review: “What a truly lovely evening! All of the students’
performances were incredible - they should be so pleased with themselves. | could not pick out a highlight, because the whole
concert was amazing from start to finish.”

From the harmonious choir to the impressive solos, every performance was a testament to the hard work and dedication of the
students. Thank you to Ms Nastou - and all of the staff involved - for organising such a fantastic event.
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Slxth Form Chrlstmas Community Event

Wednesday 11th December, 2024, saw our Sixth Form host their annual
Christmas Community Event and, as always, it was a huge success!

Students from Year 12 and Year 13 helped to decorate our restaurant area and
welcomed the local community for an evening of festive music, good company
and delicious Christmas food. Students were able to swap stories with some of
our more senior guests and the community spirit was wonderful to experience.
Students later took the guests up to experience the wonderful Winter Concert,
led by our Music Department.

S8 ¥ Whilst our guests enjoyed the concert, the clean-up crew of students got to

— work tidying the canteen area, to ensure it was ready to be used as normal the
™ next day.

The students’ care and appreciation for the school was really evident and
they showed real pride in presenting RHS to our wider community.

Mr Elsby, Head of Year 13, said: “One of the biggest pleasures of working in
the Sixth Form is seeing how our students have matured into young adults,
ready to venture into the wider world. Events such as this really demonstrate
how ready they are to do this - | am so proud of all of them for taking part!”

Well done to the Sixth Form team for leading the event, and to all of the
students who supported the event. We are already looking forward to next
year's event.

Christmas Foodbank Appeal

This half term, our school community has come ¢
together to support those in need through our =
Foodbank Donation Appeal, led by the Friends of
Ruislip High.

All tutor groups were invited to design and decorate
festive-themed donation boxes, which were filled
with essential food items for Hillingdon Foodbank.
The initiative aimed to spread holiday cheer and
ensure that local families in need had the support
they required over the festive season.

The generosity of our students, their families and
staff was truly heartwarming. From tins of soup to
pasta, rice, and holiday treats, every item -
contributed made a difference.

On Thursday 19th December, 2024, the donations were collected by the Hillingdon Foodbank team, who expressed their deep
gratitude for the school’s efforts.

In addition to the sensational efforts of everyone donating food, our festive collection boxes, designed by each tutor group, were
fantastic! There was an impressive display of designs from Rudolph to gingerbread house designs - many of the tutor groups had
put lots of thought into their submissions. In the end, winners had to be chosen, with the following tutor groups reigning
victorious: 7C, 8B, 9A, 10D, 11F and C66.

Mr Askin, Senior Assistant Headteacher, said: “For the last four weeks students and tutors have been putting together their
festive food bank boxes. This time of year is very important for communities to come together and this annual event allows
Ruislip High School to do just that. It allows students to work together in creating and decorating their box, however more
importantly it allows the school community to help provide food and other various items for the wider Hillingdon community. We
want to thank the students and their families for their conscious efforts in bringing so many items that will go a long way to
supporting families over the festive period. We would also like to thank the Friends of Ruislip High School for arranging the pick
up for the items from the school.”

Thank you to everyone who participated in this important cause. Your kindness and generosity are very much appreciated.
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The Winter Production: King Lear

On Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th December, 2024, the RHS Drama Department once again delighted audiences with a
phenomenal performance of Shakespeare’s King Lear. Featuring students from Year 10-13, the Winter production was a stunning
testament to our students’ dedication and creative talent.

The entire cast were spectacular, with the students’ love for performing shining through. In particular, James, Year 11, in the role
of King Lear, delivered an emotionally charged portrayal that commanded the stage. In addition, Julian showed how hard work
can pay off, through his thoughtful performance of Edgar. Other notable performers were Isabel, Year 11, who played Goneril;
Jess, Year 11, in the role of Kent; and Max, Year 12, as one of the play’s antagonists, Edmund. For all of these students - and
many of the members of the cast - their performances were particularly impressive as they balanced a tough rehearsal schedule
with preparing for their GCSEs and A Levels. = = .' .

The backstage crew, led by Stage Manager, Ava-Pearl, Year 13,
ensured the show ran smoothly, and the set, lighting, and sound
— all designed by students — were truly impressive. The striking
set and dynamic lighting perfectly complemented the drama
unfolding onstage, enhancing the mood and atmosphere of this
timeless tragedy.

Nicole, Year 10, who played Oswald, told us: “I have loved every
minute of being involved in King Lear and getting to know lots of
new faces. | do GCSE Drama and it has been wonderful spending
so much time with like minded people, who love the technical
elements of drama as much as | do. | have thoroughly enjoyed ®
getting to improve my own Drama skills in such a fun and
rewarding way.”

Meanwhile, Mr Randall, Curriculum Leader for Drama, said of the
cast and crew: “I am proud of the bravery, dedication and
professionalism of our students. It was like being back in the
world of professional theatre and yet ten times more fun, B8

because everyone was working as a team every day. We’ve been S
rehearsing for at least four hours a week since September, but
that doesn’t scratch the surface of the effort that the students [
have put into the play. They should be so proud of themselves.”

Congratulations to all of the cast on a fantastic set of shows - we /
cannot wait to see what the next production has in store for us.

Cast: Harley B (Year 10), Katie B (Year 12), Julian C (Year 11), Max
D (Year 12), Jamie E (Year 10), Max F (Year 10), Nicole (Year 10),
Laylah (Year 11), Charlie (Year 10), Isabel | (Year 11), Christian J |
(Year 12), Giselle M (Year 13), Amy M (Year 11), James O (Year
11), Megan Q (Year 11), Sophia R (Year 10), Alexia (Year 13), Jess S
(Year 11).

Backstage: Abigail C (Year 10), Ava-Pearl H (Year 13), Amber M
(Year 12), Dorian Q (Year 11) Amelia S (Year 12), Aimee S (Year
13).
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12 Days of Christmas Attendance Draw

From Thursday 7th December, 2024, we have been running an attendance initiative to
promote strong attendance right up until the end of term. As students and
parents/guardians will be aware, we continued with teaching and learning right until the
end of the term, so it was vitally important that students attended school until the last
day, to ensure they had every chance of attaining their full potential.

During the ‘12 Days of Christmas’ attendance initiative, lots of students achieved 100% !
attendance, ensuring they were entered into our end-of-term raffle with the full 12 tickets
entered into the draw. On the final day of term, Friday 20th December, the raffle took f gj %
place, with one student from each year group winning a Christmas hamper for themselves

and their family. The Christmas hampers were kindly made and funded by the Friends of
Ruislip High School.

The winning students, who took home a hamper to enjoy with their family over Christmas \&
were: Rylan (Year 7), Rihana (Year 8), Rae (Year 9), Nicolatae (Year 10), Trixie (Year 11), \
Max (Year 12) and Nisham (Year 13).

A Festive Message from The Friends of RHS:

The Friends of RHS team would like to thank you all for your
support during the last term. Your generosity has helped us raise

hundreds of pounds. These funds will be invested back into the
school, to make a significant difference in providing our children
with a more enriching educational experience. This term, the

L . team has supported the school and our community in many

Of RUIS'Ip ngh SChOOl ways, including the pre-loved uniform sales; the attendance

award prizes; the foodbank collection; and the very successful

bingo night and raffle. We have a number of events planned for
next year - more details to come nearer the time.

Pre-loved Uniform: We are always looking out for uniform items to sell so if you have anything that is in good
condition, which you think another student may be able to use, please hand it into the school office in January. Pre-
loved uniform sales are not only a great way to make money for the school, but they are also a sustainable way of
helping those who cannot afford to purchase brand new items.

Unwanted Christmas Presents: We are always looking for items that we can use for raffle prizes! If you receive
anything, which you are not particularly thrilled with from Santa, please think about regifting it to us (we promise not
to telll). Items should be brand new, unopened and in the original packaging. Please can any donations be handed into
the school office for the attention of the Friends team. Thank you.

Finally, we are a small, friendly group of parents, who work hard to try and raise funds for our students - and we are
always looking for new members. You can commit to as much or as little time as you can. If you would like to join us,
please email us directly at friendsofrhs@ruisliphigh.org.uk and we will be in touch.

Here’s wishing all of the staff, students and families in our school community have a very happy and peaceful
Christmas.

Very best wishes

%(Fwdwlg Qwﬁpmtghqeam
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Year 11 Trip to London

On Thursday 19th December, 2024, Year 11 rounded off a busy term with an exciting day
trip to central London, with a visit to London’s Southbank.

The day began with a trip to the London Eye, where the students got to enjoy a
spectacular view of the London skyline. Reaching 400 feet at the top of the London Eye, *4 {
the students were delighted with how far they could see (seeing as far as the Wembley 5‘(5
Arch and Harrow on the Hill). g

Following this, the students enjoyed an exciting boat tour on the River Thames. The = _
journey took them from Westminster, all the way to Tower Bridge and the Tower of [ L
London. Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience - although a few of them were 'f'
surprised by how chilly it was on the water!

The students rounded up their day with plenty of free time at the Southbank Christmas
Market; spending time with their friends and enjoying some festive food in the Winter
sunshine.

Dorian, Year 11, said: “We had such a great time! | have never been on the London Eye
before, so was amazed by how much you could see. | really enjoyed everything during the -
day - but especially the afternoon where | got to spend time with my friends.”

Thank you to Mr Sills, Head of Year 11, for organising the trip and to all of the staff who
accompanied him and the students to London for the day.

Accredited INHS |

Service Providing NHS services

keath bacp

. ° Low Mood &
Need support this winter?
Loneliness Mongy
, worries
We’re here to help.
Winter can bring many challenges, but you don't have
to face them alone. Kooth is here to support you.
Anxiety Family
Visit Kooth for free, confidential, and non-judgemental Stuggles

support whenever you need it.

Let’s get through this winter together.

kooth.com
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PE News:
RHS Superstars: Year 9 Go Karting Champlonshlp

We are delighted to share that one of our Year 9 students, Ellis, has enjoyed some
fantastic sporting success. Ellis recently took part in the Global Karting League Junior
Lightweight National Championship. Ellis competed in nine rounds at circuits across the
country, finishing an impressive second place overall.

In addition to this, Ellis triumphed in the Golden Ticket Shootout, earning the highest
points across the final four rounds of the season. As a result, he has won a free entry for
the 2025 season - a fantastic achievement in his first year of national competitions!

Congratulations to Ellis - you should be very proud of this excellent achievement.

A Level Media Studies Trip

On Friday 13th December, 2024, the Year 12 and Year 13 A Level Media Studies
students headed out to London to attend a study at the BFI Southbank.

The day focused on the topic of representation theory - one of the key
areas students are assessed on during their A Level examinations. Using
a combination of clips and student activities, the morning’s lecture was
very engaging and all of our students gained something from the
expertise of the speaker leading the talks.

In the afternoon, students then got to watch a short film ‘Margin’, directed by BAFTA award-winning filmmaker, Daniel Rands.
The film focused on the story of a student, Ria, and her struggle as a young black student to overcome expectations of ethnicity
within the British education system. This was followed up with a Q&A with Rands, who discussed the thought that went into
constructing representation issues in the film.

Our students got involved in the day, providing some thoughtful analysis of some of the unseen texts shared. Overall, it was
another useful education event, led by the BFI Southbank.

Cameron, Year 12, said: “It was great to go into London and have the chance to discuss media texts in detail. Representation is a
really interesting topic in media; it was interesting to hear what students from across the country thought about a wide range of
music videos, adverts and film clips.”

Thank you to the RHS Media Studies Department for running the trip.

Year 12 Speakers’ Programme

This term, our Sixth Form was fortunate to host a series of inspiring guest speakers. These —&
industry experts and thought leaders shared their invaluable insights, motivating our )
students and broadening their horizons. oo

We welcomed Wale Yusuf, a Road Safety Officer at SAME Safe Drive, who delivered a
powerful presentation on road safety. Wale’s firsthand experiences and knowledge
highlighted the dangers of distracted driving, speeding, and drink-driving. His message
resonated with students, emphasising the importance of responsible behavior on the roads.

We also had the opportunity to hear from David Dein, the founder of the Premier League.
He shared his journey to success, emphasising the importance of perseverance and self-
discipline. His talk on business development inspired many students to pursue their
passions and overcome challenges.

Lauren, Year 12, said: ‘I think the speakers we have listened to so far have been really
interesting - and all really different. | know this is an opportunity other schools don’t offer
their students, so I’'m grateful to hear from such a range of people.’

We are grateful to all our guest speakers for their time and dedication. Their
contributions have enriched our Sixth Form community and will undoubtedly have a
lasting impact on our students. We look forward to continuing our guest speaker N
program next term, with more exciting speakers and topics to come. '
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CHRISTMAS

& HAPPY NEW YEAR!

To all of our students and their

families: We hope you have a well-
earned rest over the holidays and
we look forward to welcoming you
— back to school on Tuesday 7th
January, 2025.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ritPahgjh_f7oC6zqLAzzGKzldB3gFJR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XcBwE1QjYQwCs-JE6KEzZ9yB4IQFXolY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zuHgKMnaifrpXdw2Qd3XqufBIfV4mgEs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zETmJW_9m83nM9K36t89GRUTvHdcrAe/view?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/vltsafeguarding/support-for-the-school-holidays-k58l0uuy8p9p0tlf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KBTkIBiZK8SauzgWpw4GSWShB7MqD7g7/view?usp=sharing

