; .m..onpmanrnbqun coverage of English

£ e Tudor dynasty during the Wezs of

death of Elizabeth I. The scholarly, up-to-
dy of the lives of the Tudor monarchs, domestic and foreign
, the religious issues of she period and also, the influence
Documentary and visual sources have been incorporated to
basis for discussion, exercises, essay writing and analysis, which
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nephews, seized the throne and was then killed at Bosworth Feld in
1485, is secure in our national mythology. Richard’s notoriety seems
strange. Many kings have been accused of murder and died violent
deaths and they are not widely remembered.

Tt is not in fact difficult to establish why such confroversy surrounds
Richard IM. First of all, William Shakespeare drew an unforgettable
© portrait of him as a tormented hunchback, which may not bear much
resemblance to his Jooks or deeds, but is familiar to countless people
who have never read a serious history book. The quotation with which
this book opens illustrates the venom constantly directed at Richard I
by Shakespeare. .

Richard’s overthrow led to the establishment of the Tudor dynasty,
which ruled the country until 1603. Henry Tudor, who became Herry
V11, had a very questionable claim to the throne and his family needed
to have the legitimacy of their right to rule established. One obvious
way was to blacken Richard II's name and reputation. Tudor histori-
ans, such as Polydore Vergil and Sir Thomas More, were not paid gov-
ernment propagandists, but they certainly understood the need to
justify the current regime. .

For different reasons, historians of the nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries continued to attach great importance to 1485. It came fo
be seen as the turning point between the medieval and modern worlds.
Tn particular, it was in the sixteenth century that the English Church
‘became free from control by the Pope. Moreover, the Tudors were an
unusually talented dynasty. Henry VII and Blizabeth I are amongst
England’s best known rulers. Events such as the defeat of the Spanish
Armada in 1588 have associated the Tudors with some of the more stir-
ring episodes in English history. More recently historians have become
interested in the extent to which policies and practices of the Tudors
were based on their Yorkist and Lancastrian predecessors.

The problem of the fifteenth century

Traditionally historians have neglected the fifteenth century in favour
of the sixteenth century. Until the 1950s it was usually portrayed as a
dark period of endless civil war — the so called “Wars of the Roses’,
which followed the humiliating loss of the Hundred Years War against
France. In contrast, it was argued that M..Himﬂﬁﬂ VI established a “new
monarchy’ in England which brought stable and effective government
to the country. Historjans were further put off by the lack of good con-
temporary sources. The century did not produce many historians and
this leads to excessive reliance on official documents which are dry and
often difficult to use.

Over the last thirty years, however, professional historians have
shown a growing interest in the fifteenth cenfury. J R Lander chal-
lenged existing assumptions after a close examination of the official

2

records. Amongst his ‘revisionist’ ar ents was that the am
mmrmhm in the Wars of the Roses SWMMHE&M% very small mﬁ&o%hmw MM
this supposedly batbaric century the_English peasantry achieved a
degree of prosperity not to be equalled for aniother three centuries. ’
It has also become common to view Edward IV, who ruled the
country for nearly twenty-five years, and Henry VII as men with simi-
lar aims and methods. The fall of the house of York and the establish-
ment of the Hﬁﬂomu dynasty after 1485 can, on the basis of this view, be
seen as no more than a change of personmnel. By extension it b d
difficult to see 1485 as the gmﬁﬁﬁ% of some E.Mmmﬁm& \goaﬁhnwmﬂmwm
Many of the revisionist arguments of historians, such as Lander, are

now accepted. Nao historian would now. deny the limited effect of the
Wars of the Roses on much of the population. The relative prosperity of

the peasantry is also accepted and the Church is certainly no longer seen .

as decadent and in desperate need of-referm. This does not mean that
the m.mﬁmwm is over; it has simply become more refined and sophisticated.
For example, Charles Ross, the author of the standard modern biog-
raphy of Edward IV, argues that Edward’s reputation has risen too far
Em may have been far superior to the inept Henry VI, but he was
impulsive and over-confident. For Ross, Edward was neither as inge-
nious, nor as ruthless, nor as consistent as Henry VIL T
Other recent historians such as Alexander Grant and A ] Pollard
agree that there is now too much stress on the continuity between the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. They argue that between the 1450s and
1480s the monarchy was weaker-than at any time since 1066. Henry VI
Hdward V and Richard IIT all lost the throne during this period, while
Edward IV was temporarily dethroned. After 1485 there may have been
many rebellions, but all of them failed. Henry VII's great achievement
Aherefore, was. o.restore dynastic. and .governmental mﬂmmwwﬂwsmmﬁfm\.\
 period of chaos. Infhis sense 1485 was tobe a tuming point.

——

Outline of the Wars of the Roses

. ﬁ#m Wars of the Roses lasted from the early 1450s until 1487. There was
‘only sporadic violence and the symbolism of the White Rose of York
1d the Red Rose of Lancaster, which Shakespeare utilised soeffective-
ould not have been familiar to contemporaries.
deed, there 18 a case for arguing that there were four very distinct
odes, each of which had its own causes and did not necessarily
& relate to previous events. In 1455, there was-a skirmish.at St
ans, Between 1459-61, there was serious fighting leading to the
dy battle of Towton and the averthzow of Henry VI mm.wm%mum Iv.
er conflict between 1469-71 saw the temporary retirn of Henry
the eventual triumph of Edward IV. In 1485 Henry Tudor
ed: Richard 11T at Beswerth-Field-and then survived. the final mili-
allenge to his throne at Stoke in 1487.
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essential that any monarch should attempt t0 gain support and popu-
larity from all sections of the arjstocracy, ot whom he was so depent-
dent for assistance in governing the country: There were fewr paid
royel servants _and the aristoctacy. was the main Ammmbroﬁm%gﬁ
%?wmadﬁﬁmmqgﬁ% technique for gaining their support wasg the
use of patronage. This meant no more than the distribution of tifles,
land, and government office to the great landowners of the realm. In
retwrm, g%wm:ﬂnw& authority in. the shires and. provide
manpower for the king.
Tt was essential that patronage should be &mﬁwﬁm@.mﬂw&é&
fairly. Je.was. in._this. ﬁmwxﬂrmﬂtmmﬁ%.ﬁaoam@.m%ﬂq inept. In the
14405 he came 1o rely on a small group of savourites attached 0 the
Royal Household. In particular, he favoured the Beaufort family. They
were of royal blood and descended from John of Gaunt, FEdward Il's
third son. Originaily, their line was illegitimate, but the family was
legitimised in 1397 and quickly became ﬁuoﬁwﬁnﬁ}mwr%m\u.ﬁ@ml@ﬂ
Beaufoit FAmily; Who beranie Dukes of Somerset, had accurmulated”
vast amounts of patronage and influence. Even Imore important was
the-Duke of mﬁﬁ&ﬁ@.@bﬁ& Eml@lmmmﬁﬁmﬁmmmo.wnm‘wymsgnm over the
King. He and his dlose : JTlies, Adam Meleyns and Tord Saye and Sele |
were. given office. by the King in-2 thoughtless & and_

nd,-meney- and
%ﬁﬁmﬂmmmﬁ:wmmgo? They became particularly prominent in Fast

Anglia and the South-East. It seemed that the only criterion for gaining
age wastobea member of the King's Household.

royal patron
This might not have mattered if these had been men of ability, but
disastrous events in

they were mostly closely associated with the

France. In wmnmnamﬁ Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, was — with
some justice — held responsible for the defeats in Normandy. At home
there was further strong criticism of these men. The support of the aris-
tocracy was vital if law and order was t0 be maintained in the shires.
Quite often rival families would contest for power and influence, A
grOWing umber of Humomw@vmmwﬁ to believe that.the King's Household
ﬁmmgmh@%mmnbﬂmu.mn@.mﬁﬁ royal justice

the interests of a faction. Lord Saye and Sele, for example, was entrust-

= with vast amounts of Jand and nfiuence in Kent by the King. e
Warden of the Cingque Ports.

became Constable of Dover Castle and
The county, however, was ‘notorious for its disorder and Henry was
blamed for this. Ralph Criffiths summarises Henry's failings excellent-

ly in his biography: [Epp—

.\...\ "To ensure social stability and public order, a circumspect
government needed to avoid antagonising prominent magnates

L .. Wise, and as far as politics allowed, impartial patronage was
"7 fhe key to regional control. This is precisely what Suffolk’s
regime did not appredate. : e -

e

j—

was being manipulated in_
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Two events shattered this mHomHmmmgm%mwﬁnwﬁm,%
bm:g&mw&mw.ﬂsmmﬂwmwoﬁwianw. destroyed- for-ever-the-charnce-of—_
re-establishing-an- English empire in Frarice. At the same time, and
Eﬁwﬂlmmj?&gnﬁhmm&wwmg. VI suffered. a n@Emmem,memwmcg
which-lasted-for eighteerrmofiths"Certain diagnosis of his condition
is of course impossible, but it seems likely that it was some form of
schizophrenia. For. the rest-of Tz life, Jis-mental-health-was-always
fragile.

. The incapacity of the King meant that government of the country
had to be re-organised with some urgency. A further complicating fac-
tor was the birth of an heir to the thone, Prince Edward, in October
1453. Margaretrof ANOT ‘possessed-the-ener gy-and-strength of charac-

that-theizson-succeeded Henry as-king was-to.be-at-the-centre-of the

Richard-of York was & 0bvious | sxmdidate tobecome Proteeter, but

there were-other-clainamts; such as the Diike of Exeter and Edoumd~

- Beaufort Dike of Somerset. Success in the struggle for power would
depend on the attitude of the @%@mﬁ@umﬁrﬁwﬁcnwmﬁm.rgomﬁsgmbﬁma
of-thesewas lﬂmwmwmﬂzamiﬁmwiwa&mg@ymm& of Warnrick.in 1449,
The Neyill ,mmrxﬁm%Qﬂaa%mﬁmﬂwww?mwﬁ_vﬁ.%gma%ﬁ?wwﬁﬁ%
to.produce.children and-make-suceessfulmarriages Yo great heiresses.
Originally their power was concentrated in the north of England. The
North was thinly populated and economically backward compared
with the South. The need, however, to defend the border against the
raids of the Scots created a warlike atmosphere and a large number of
experienced fighting men. Tt was the policy of the government 10 give
responsibility for defence of the border to the local aristocratic
families.

Traditionally the Percy family had been dominant, but they had
rebelled against Henry IV and by 1450 the Nevilles surpassed their
influence, especially in Yorkshire. The Nevilles’ great castle at
g@&wbmaphﬂ.b@a@.k@mwmwﬁm.%&:%ﬂammmmm,wqm&mimu.mms.mmﬁ.mwmm
mm&,@.%m%wlmeﬁiow%wvgmhmgmﬂwgmﬁ% ‘retainers’-attached
shemselves to-fhe Nevilles. A retainer agreed a contract, or indenture,

/@ with a great Jord and agreed to serve him in return for his patronage
and protection. :

G i Zm&&wm@;ﬁmﬁ@@m&%@hmmﬁ%ﬁ?.wmﬁmmm to-the Harl
\ A@Z&m%qu&%g%ﬂnm%% Englard. Ir 1483, he
04, #was disputing possession of the lordship of Glamorgan with the Duke
{ of Somerset; to-whon ithad been granted by Henry.

. .%w@mﬁw%ﬁ%ﬁ@hﬁhﬁ?&&& that he

%@%mﬂﬂ@o@ﬁ%@%ﬁk@%ﬁ%@%@zﬁmﬂﬁ%ﬁ

to-the-Tower—and—ol i k. -was finally
b@%&bﬁ&hhn%nﬁoﬂi&ygmmmmmmﬁmmi??g%wg&imbm

Clrtef-Counciliorof the King’. :

10

+er-that her-husbard ircreasingly-lacked Her determination-to-ensure ™

mﬁsmﬂ&%ﬁ@émﬁ%&%ﬁ%ab@m@mm. i

York did not govern the country badly, but he-eould-not- it to--

qwmﬁmz@qmﬁ@‘ﬁqﬁ%mgmsmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁcgwﬁ. In particular, Mwwwﬂm MM
Wo“mnmmmw gﬁwﬂwﬂmﬁmﬁ Earl of Northumberland, were bound to be

oes of a Yor eville alliance and Margaret of-Anjou -

_picious-that-Richard-of York sought the throne. R bes

Sveryd ing-was-threwrnrinto-cortfusiotr] He rerve “F e

Qu.ﬁmwﬂmm{\_bmm? Somerset was released Wowﬂﬁmnwmoﬁ g&ﬁ%ﬂ”%ﬂwww
vital position of Captain of Calais which gave him control of a garrison
of 1000 men. Yerk-and-Warwick-(Richard Neville) fled to the North -
and were, then surmmoned-te-a-Great Council-at Leicester in May-1455.
The estates of the house of Lancaster were concentrated in this area of
the Midlands, which increasingly became the centre of royal power.

. The reaction of York and Warwick was to raise af armyand-the-two
Ewmwm met ﬂ.ﬁ mﬁw%w@ww.%pﬁm. This was a skirmish rather than
a battle with only a few casualties.

a bt with on Mmu&. alties Echmgguﬁmwﬁmﬁﬂ

St Albans may have seemed.a triumph for Richard of York and
some benefits were gained. Fhe-Earl~of-Warwick-became-Captain-of-
Calais and-turned- it-into~a-Yorkist-strongheld. For“a~few--momnths--
between-November.-1455- and-February-1466- Richard--again .acted..as.

) Protector ; as Henry, presumably, relapsed-into-insanity. . o
) md.&n there is no evidence of widespread support for the Yorkists and
Nevilles. Indeed, they had shed blood and earned the hostility of many
other peers. H,\.mou..modmﬁ Henry may have beaghin’ serious decline, -but
Kﬁmmwmﬁ of Anjou.was a formidable and determined antagonist \mdx.
ious to protect her son's.right to the throne. o R

© The years between 1455 and the outbreak of serious fighting in 1459
~arenot well documented by contemporary historians and the pattern is

- not .&23@ clear. Some attempts were made to reconcile the opposing

 factions. In March 1458, there was a ‘Loveday” when the victors of the

Battle of St Albans met the sons of the men who had been killed and

Hm.oH.,Em& a public act of reconciliation. .

H.Em seems 10 have been an isolated incident. Mere important was

x&ﬁmﬁf&ﬁouﬁmﬂzg&dwé%mmq@@mr.meﬁmﬂmﬁnhw ﬁw?mmm.ww

Warwick used-his-base-at Galais-toraise funds by-piraey,-while-Yerk

rew- to-his-estates. Meanwhile, Margaret-of~Anjour-increasingly ~

erned mﬁm country.from the Midlands, where there was the greatest
cntration of Lancastrian estates. The city of Coventry was her main
oventry was a centre of dothmaking and the fourth largest city

country; its population was loyal to the King. The move 1o

iy suggested a lack of confidence amongst the Lancastrians that

uld be sure of the loyalty of the people of London and of those
ats who Emammﬁoﬁ their personal followers. :

the.summer of 1459774 Tatcastrian .coundil .at Coventry. finally. .

tded to accuse the Yorkists and Nevilles of reason. gqu%mmmwﬂwwi

e s

dise armies. Richard of York-raised-a-force.in. the Welsh

11
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crat who wished to chellenge the King. There were still Lancastrian
strongholds in remote corners of the kingdom. In Northumberland
Lancastrians retained control of Alnwick, Bamburgh and Dunstan-
burgh castles. Twice they were driven out only to refurn until their
final defeat in the summer of 1464. Harlech—Castle remainéd i
Larcastrizn hands il 1468
Wwo&qgm%m.mﬁoﬁm\m&smﬁn%ﬁmﬂm@gm& based arigtocrat-
\\mmlmﬁwﬁomg?mmTﬂigmﬁﬁmﬁmh%ﬁg\gmhgﬂﬁuﬁmm
’ %&%%%ggﬁ%?ﬁg

- -But his-infuence was-stll-vast. In the South, he was Captain
of Calais, m\oﬁmﬁm_&m\@%@@,qmu@ﬁ@@@%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ&%&%@%@ﬁ%.
Trr-the North;-Warwick now-held-the-Wardenships-of-both-the-eastern
amidwesteTy .gﬁgwwﬂoﬂiﬁm.m%ig&mi%%mgﬁ% and
50~ Wmmumowmémm@aﬁm@ﬁqm@w%?&%@%@b%ﬁ@m%@ﬁfﬁ%%&ﬁ:mmmgﬁ
{_ the Scots. The gentry of north Yorkshire provided a strongly loyal band
of personal retainers with a tradition of violence. :
@nﬁgm,mymeﬁpm@mﬂﬁﬁ%w%@mmmﬁ*wnmmﬁmﬁmmm&%mmémm&;?. This
was partly a consequence of g.%@@%m@%&;%@ﬁ@#%@&%ﬁmém
ﬁ%ma&@%%@ﬁ{mﬂ%&@%nxﬁ&bmﬁl@m»manﬁom&.mummwmmmms%g was
Edward. IV s-most-Joyal. supporter. Edward was, however, the sole
author of some of his difficulties. In particular, his marriage was a cri-
cial and avoidable error. Romantic considerations played no part in the
marriages of fifteenth-century kings and aristocrats. A well chosen

bride could bring a beneficial foreign alliance, or vatuable land and

wealth. The power. of the Nevilles was based above ll on their-mar-

riages. o wealthy. -heiresses. In-April 1464, Edward.- IV ~married
Elizabeth-~Weodville.-He- was-an u.hﬁ&mmﬁmlmb&rmmﬂmﬁg and it

does seemrthatromantic considerations deternmined-his-decision.

Although Elizabeth Woodville's mother, Jacquetta of Luxemburg,
came from a great Buropean aristocratic family, her tather, the-first Earl
Risrers,-was- mtﬁmﬂomzﬁwm*@mumﬁ|mﬁﬂx+r%@ﬂm er-with-her-family

were.disdained as upstarts..
e marriage was to bri Edward no political

King and Warwick. i
m&.@%ﬁ%l,ga“‘gﬁkﬁwmﬁggm%ﬁcGWm&l&@%
ndﬁwmm%%%gm&%g%%ogﬁﬁ

14

-

[ ; onomie-benefis-.
The great magnates of the realm had not been consulted at a time when
Warwick was. ach %Bmmo%ﬁ%mm\&wmﬁaﬁ&%m
was-ertitled-to-feel-aggrieved. A further cause of grievance was the:
huge Woodville family. Flizabeth had two sons, five brothers and seven.
sisters. The simplest way to advance their position was to find wealthy.
marriage partners for them. This cut across the Farl of Warwick’s own
ambitions. He had two daughters, Isabel and Ann, and wanted suitable:

.aﬁmmkmﬂ%.@u?mm%&m?&@%,%.mm@mgmn&mﬁ%%&sﬁm@mm
: were.universally popular.and.it.does-seem-that-Edward's-strategy was
sounder.. than Warwicks.. In-1467-a—tradetfeaty “was signed with -

msm%%&wrmﬁmlm@ﬂmamﬁm.mwE@v%mm@ﬂﬁé%%@%ﬁgm@%@mﬂmméw
PBurgundy-Warwick’s own negotiations with Louis XI of France failed
completely and his brother George Neville, the Archbishop of York
was dismissed as Chancellor. \
ﬁmﬁﬁmwémﬁmmm%w?%%%ﬁgﬁaggmﬁm amongst his
.am%méwmgmﬁgwﬂmﬁmT@@mﬁ%hﬂéﬁnﬁ%&%@;ﬁm&m&mﬁ
ter, Isabel-was-married-te-ihe-Duke-ef-Glarences el W.Em.mmﬂ,

untrustworth r-brother. Mo il iy
y-younger- . & na W o

wretlaga

» POLITICAL CRISIS 1469-71

The next two years saw a return to political chaos. Warwick and
Clarence initially nsed Calais as a base. On their return to England they
quickly gathered support; many were atiracted by Warwick’s habitual
and calculated generosity. Victory at Edgecote (26 July 1469) was fol-
lowed by the capture of Edward IV and the ruthless execution of two
Woodvilles, Lord Rivers and Sir John Woodville,
‘e lack of widespread-asstea g&%ﬁ%mﬂ%ﬂﬁcﬁm

soon. exposed. He was forced to release Edward from Em&meHM
Castle. Edward took steps to counter Warwick’s influence in the Noxth.
wﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁm&?@a@%&b&
Ieturning many of %@@ﬁ%@m&%ﬁﬁ-
“viously, Edward next returned to London in October 1469. Neither side
Was strong enough to defeat the other and uneasy stalemate ensued.
L Eﬁoﬁ%&w@&%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁgﬁgm&g
ﬁ __;memwmm..‘ H&m% inspired a rising in Lincolnshire in March 1470, but it i

asily suppressed by Edward at ‘Lose-Coat’ Field and in May 1470
5y fled to France. . -
Louis XI of France was nicknamed ‘the universal spider” and was a
ng mw.m unprincipled intriguer. It was he who inspired a most
ely alliance between Warwick and Margaret of Anjou at Angers
y 1470. They agreed to restore Henry VI and marry Prince
(Henry’'s son) to Ann, Warwick’s younger daughter. -
ptember-1470,-Warwick-Janded-in-Deven.He-was-joined-by-
e and: Jasper-Tuder-whe-wastHe-Stauick Mﬁw&ﬁﬂ@%ﬁ@@ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁm
amwemmﬁmm. Edward IV has been accused of complacency in
‘ot mpm.wmm events, but he was unavoidably detained by contin-
ection in Yorkshire. What is strange is the speed with
authority collapsed. This can be partially-explained-by-the
of John, Marquis.of Montagu,.who.was. Warwicks brethez
: t-both-land-andminfluence-as-a-result-of the restoration-of

15
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Ludlow. Tn 1476, the Prince of Wales was given extensive legal powers
i Wales and the Marches by what was known as a General Comumis-
sion of Oyer and Terminer. Tn 1477 he was given direct control of the
Earldom of March and in 1479 of the Barldom of Pembroke. .
Edward’s policy was no more fhan a series of improvisations dictat-
ed as much by the need to find a role for his son as by any desire 0
improve the administeation of the area. He was not prepared to abolish
the Marcher lordships and create new shires as eventually happened in
the reign of Henry VI The Prince’s household was run by a
Woodville, Anthony, Earl Rivers, which created suspicion amongst
many other great aristocrats. On the other hand, a serious attempt had
been made to co-ordinate and improve the administration of a notably

violent region.

The North

Northemn England presented special problems to any monarch at this
time. There was a continued threat from Scotland and traditionally the
local aristocrats had been given the task of organising the defence of
the border. Many of the gentry felt a stronget loyalty to local magnates,
such as the Nevilles and Percies, than to the King. Any great aristocrat
in the North was guaranteed a large retinue of retainers. )

Edward’s policy in the North was conservative and arguably short-
sighted. First of all, Henry Percy was restored to the Earldom of
Northumberland in 1470. The Percies had a great following and he
effectively became the King's Lieutenant in Northumberland and an
influential figure in Yorkshire. -

Even more important was the role given to Richard of Gloucester.
All the. estates, offices, and influence of the Earl of Warwick passed
into his hands. The wardenship. of the West March, for example, was
to be hereditary in his family. Effectively, Edward was not extending
royal power, but creating an over-mighty subject and concentrating a
vast amount of power in the hands of Richard of Gloucester. Richard
had his own private council and a vast following irtherited from the
Nevilles. It was this regional influence that enabled him to seize
power on Edward’s death. It might also be argued that the
favouritism given to Richard was one factor in the continued disaffec:
fion of Edward’s other brother, the Duke of Clarence, which led to his

execution in 1478.

Administration and law and order

Edward’s government was intensely personal.

efficiency not through a visionary programume of reform,

improving the vigour and quality of the government’s personnel.
One important example of this was the growing number of lett
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and warrants issued under the signet, which wa j
the Hmu.ﬁm\m secretary. This meant wﬂwﬁ there was mm MM«MM& MHMMMWM
administration carried out by the King and his Humu.mo%& mmgmﬁm
Governtment was becoming increasingly centred on the King’s Hoi .
hold and m.mmm use was made of the inefficient bureaucracy. o
The ﬁﬁm@ Council retained its importance and .wm functi
changed little. There is no doubt that many of Edward’s personal .
vants were capable and effective, but he did lack a wﬁoﬁmﬁ ersonal m.mmw.
Moémﬁﬂm in the provinces, such as that built up by Richard ow Ouoﬂnmmmwm
ﬂ M%Zoﬁ“? and there was always suspicion and jealousy of the
oodvilles. Edward made no consistent effort to restrain the power of
muw aristocracy. He still relied on the support of great mmEmem in mm
shires, mﬂn.r as the Stanleys in Lancashire and Cheshire. His failur ﬁm
HMHEW Mﬂﬂnon_.,mmn woﬁm can be contrasted unfavourably with Emmmmw
: ertive Henry VIL K the couniry was not as la i |
Hmpmb.% Henry VI, this simply HmmmoﬁmMMmmﬁmum‘m BOHM,MMMMmMHHb Mm
mosm.E%. No Hmm.mH checks were placed on the aristocracy arid mﬁﬁm@%
lowings o.m retainers. In particular, nothing was done to control liv:
(the @Eﬁnﬂm .om wearing some badge of loyalty to a great lord), or BMM
Mawmbnm ( mdeﬁcmbﬁob of juries by aristocratic retainers). These prac-
tices are often seen as examples of excessive noble power used
ﬁwmm”obmwwq HM the provinces. *
There is a 5 ortage of good pri sourc i i i
to illustrate the unchecked ﬁ%%%mww the NMGHMWMMW% ﬁ“ﬁ@mﬂ%&
Hmmﬁoﬂ Letters’ are a series of documents written by .BmmaumHMH mm ;
important gentry family in East Anglia. They are amongst the mmH&MM
_surviving family letters in English and give an unrivalled insight into

_ the problems and preoccupations of a gentry family of this period.

.. The Pastons became involved in a i

3 . complicated legal dispute

. mwmuq which brought them info conflict with the Wn.#m cm m.é.%nmwﬂ
10 was one of the most powerful men in East Anglia. In 1465, he mmﬂm

anMmHEmQEmSmmm&ym:w&HSmg
incident in a letter a few days Hmwhuma.w &.mhmmmm\m H\.m.mk.noﬂ H.wmvoﬂmm

465, 27 October. : :

as at Hellesdon upon Thursday last past and s :

HN mﬁm in mnom faith there S.EMWm bomunumm.nﬁm MMMMA M%Nm MME

> MMHME% it is arrayed but if they saw it. There cometh much

ple daily to wonder thereupon, both of Norwich and of

- places, and they speak shamefully thereof . . . ’

_“MM.HVGWm [of Suffolk}'s men ransacked the church and bare

5 the good that was left there, both of ours and of the
; ME& left not so Hﬂnﬁ but that they stood on the high

A mwwmwwwnwmwm the images, and took away such as they 10
o, an put away the parson cut of the church till they

ne, and ransacked every man’s house in the town five or
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morwmﬁn%mﬁm.ﬁo mmﬁmwmmﬁnﬁn%%%m?onmmﬁmm wmﬂmﬁw&owﬁmmw%
Henry VIL . :

Foreign policy

There was an intimate connection between foreign policy and financial
stability throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. No monarch
in any country was able to finance a war without borrowing vast sums
and acquiring huge debts. One of the chief reasons for Edward’s sol-
vency was his avoidance of major foreign wars. However, Juck and
chance seem to have played a greater part in this than planning and

foresight.

Edward was bom at Rouen in Normandy and his father played a
major role in the wars with France. He remained attached to the idea of
military success in France. Throughout the fifteenth century France
increased in power. Its population and resources greatly exceeded

England’s and Louis XI was a tormidable ruler. Traditionally England -

had allied with Burgundy and Brittany against France, while Louis
harboured territorial ambitions against hoth these states.

In 1472, Edward negotiated the Treaty of Chéteaugiron with
Brittany and promised to invade Prance, but the Bretons were defeated
before any English invasion could take place. Despite the traditional
popularity of war with France, Parliament was notably unenthusiastic
about financing the war and in many ways Edward had a lucky escape-

This did not prevent further diplomatic and military planning. The
Treaty of London (25 July 1474) united England and Burgundy in a

plan to repeat Henry V’s destruction of the French monarchy; Brittany -

then joined the alliance and even Scotland - so often a useful ally for

France - was neutralised. Parliament provided substantial financial -
of over 11000 was raised. This would be.the-

largest force ever sent from England to France and by Tuly 1475

support and an army

Edward was established in Calais.
The seriousness of Edward’s invasion plans has been questioned. H
may simply have been trying to intimidate the French. Again, he w
possibly saved by the lack of commitment of his allies. Charles the Bol
of Burgundy had territorial ambitions to the east of his duchy and w
reluctant to invade France. Edward’s army lacked the experience of pr
vious expeditions and was unlikely to have won great victories. .
When the French offered a truce it was quickly accepted. In 147
the Treaty of Picquigny followed the truce. In many ways this was Vel
favourable to Edward; it gave him 75 000 crowns to be followed by 2
anmual pension of 50000 crowns and freedom of trade with France.’

retuwm there was to be a seven-year truce and Louis’ son was to marty

Edward's daughter. This French pension ensured that Edward:!
longer needed substantial grants from Parliament and contributed

nificantly to his solvency.
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Emodﬂ mmuﬂmm_hwgmwmwmﬂm it'does %mcmﬁ that Edward had actively been seek-
only saved by good fortune. The death i

Charles the Bold at Nancy i 15 X1 to capture ety
. cy in 1477 enabled Louis XI to i

in Artois and Picardy in northern Fran is di  Erenioned o

: . ce. This directly threat
vital English base of Calais and English tr i o e e

. glish trade with the Low C i

Edward decided not to intervene and i ot Lowty’ com

dwa ot it can be argued that Louis’ com-
WW%MMMMM M.MMMMMM M.wymwwm@. Mmﬁ bribery had completely ﬁmﬁﬁmmmmw
e oy, ward now cared too much for money and a

In his last years Edward further limi i |
. ¢ dward ted his freedom of acti
moﬁnm_ma _u.uw his mmn.umpoﬂ to invade Scotland. There had been M M%Mmmmm
cottish raids muOmmu.E% encouraged by the French, to which Edward
responded by mmb.n:bm an army to Edinburgh in 1482. Apart from th
recovery of Berwick, little was gained. Meanwhile at Arras in EmMm
mﬁmﬂﬂm% mﬂ.m France made peace. One result of this was that ﬁoﬁm
stopped paying Edward his annual pension. In addition, French pas-
session of 255 was confirmed and the threat to Calais Hﬂmm.m real H.uH.Tm
HHEMMM mFMbMM with France never took place. Things did not 5 fact
as badly as it seemed they might; Louis died i
; 14

m.ﬁmnbm% had not collapsed completely. On the other Wmﬁmb gmww mmmb&
sign of coherence or effectiveness in Edward’s foreign Huomnuw : "

The end of the reign

. MMMMMHQ IV died on 25 August 1483 at the age of 41. The cause of his
E Smm HUHOWmEM a stroke and an increasingly self indulgent private
- Iife may have contributed to this. In many ways he can be regarded as

nmwmﬂwm ruler. In his youth he had proved daring and decisive and his
acious recovery of the throne after the ‘Re-adeption” of H
a remarkable personal achievement. : ey
ﬂnw has been made of his financial success, but his major con
s to have been personal extravagance at the expense .o_m the nwmwb
W SWMH. .9 m_m. other hand, despite his generally unimpressive
of foreign policy, he did understand the importance of di
overseas trade. ek
re mem an attractive side to his character. He was the first
: ,mbﬂ%no possess a Euumw% arid Court circles encouraged the
o g press. His physical presence and youthful dynamism
e Wum@wwmw of Em Bnbmhng.ﬁ But he must be blamed for the
o h %u.. Wmmwmmm Eﬂ.mﬁm succession crisis that followed
e, um_ task for any king was fo ensure a peacefud succes-
unpopularity .om the Woodvilles and Edward’s own lack of
nongst the aristocracy as a whole ensured that this would
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3 How convincing is the explanation of Richard's behaviour? (lines Hmi.HS
4  What are Mancini's weaknesses as & SOUTCE for this period?

Richard was an energetic and capable ruler, but
his position was never secure. In late 1483, rebellion broke out in
southern England. Its ostensible leader, the Duke of Buckingham,
proved ineffectual and was executed, but the antagonism towards
Richard in southern England was made plain. The appointment of
northerners, such as Sir Richard Ratcliffe, to positions in the South was
bitterly resented. English society was intensely parochial and outsiders
were always unpopular.

Despite lavish distribution of office and land and tours of the coun-
try, Richard was not able to broaden his political base. The deaths of
his son and his wife were further blows. A handful of great men could
dramatically shift the political balance. In particular, he could not rely
on the Percies in Yorkshire and Northumberland and the Stanleys in
Lancashire and Cheshire. The Percies were traditional rivals of the
Nevilles and Thomas, Lord Starley, was married to Margaret Beaufort,
Henry Tudor’s mother.

- There was a Surprising continuity of personnel in government. Of
Richard’s 54 councillors, 74 had served Edward IV and 9 were to serve
Henry VIL. The one innovation of Richard’s reign was forced upon
him. He had had his own council in the North, but on his assumption
of the throne, a separate Counc of the North was created as a branch
of the Royal Council in 1484. This met four times each year in York and
was to last until 1641, Richard did not choose a local grandee as its
head, but John de la Pole, Eatl of Lincoln, who was an outsider.

Richard also needed to neutralise the threat of Henry Tudor, who at
Rennes Cathedral in Brittany on Christmas Day in 1483 pledged to
marry Elizabeth of York. The rise of the Tudor dynasty is one of the
more unlikely events of the fifteenth century. The family were original-
ly minor Welsh gentry at a
ered a foreigner. Henry's grandfather,

Tor all his crimes,

Owen Tudor,

descended from Edward IIU's son,
their son and inherited his claim to the throne from his mother.

The Tudors became important Lancastrians

early 1457. Jasper acted as Henry’s guide and protector. For most of

next twenty years, Jasper and Henry were
estates had been confiscated by Edward IV. Jasper intrigued actively

Wales, where the Tudor name was an advantage. :
Tt would have been impossible for these exiles to have recovered.

na

time when to be Welsh was to be consid--
married.
Katherine, Henry V's widow. One of their sons, Jasper, became Earl of
Pembroke. The other, Edmumd, became Earl of Richmond and married
Margaret Beaufort, whose father was Duke of Somerset. She was
John of Gaunt. Henry Tudor was

mainly because Henry
V] had few close relatives. Jasper was amongst the most tenacious and
loyal Lancastrians. Edrmund Tudor died in 1456 and Henry was born 1

landless exiles, whose

M"_Mcﬂw MMMMoE mmwmumﬁ help. Eoﬁmﬁoﬁ the 1470s, they depended on
e &Mb wmu%ﬂ of Duke Prancis of Brittany. After the execution of
; bod in 1483, mmuﬂ% was the only other claimant to the thro
of nnw.mw blood and he did have support in England. The W &%m
family saw a marriage alliance with Henry as mﬁwﬂ. onl m% . m
recovering influence. A final link was Henry's H:c?mw v%%wbm .
Beaufort. Her second husband Thomas, Lord Stanley, Smw Hodammwwﬁ
MMME that a conspiracy was being hatched. After his mHm@mm wuo Em. !
abeth of York, Henry could present himself as the unifi : of
Lancaster and York. =0
The Duke of Brittany abandoned Henry in 1484 and he was forced
to flee to France. France was in some disarray after the death of mwnm.
Mn.w MWHMWHE was only 13 years old and his court was divided. MH.M
, e e ere aware that an invasion of England would preoccup
: and prevent English assistance being sent to Franci um
Brittany, whose duchy was coveted by the French Crown. e
Prench money enabled Henry- to raise 4000 troops, only 400 of
Me&og were English. On 7 August 1485, they landed. at Vh\mmow.w H .
in the west of Wales. e
As is often the case with decisive battles, it i
Richard was mmmmmﬁma. His northern momqumﬁw WMMMUWP MMMMH%&M
wmnwﬁ Mﬁ%m it is true that marny great peers did not fight, it may simpl
e ey did not have time to get to Bosworth. The turnin, OWDW !
Wuméo&._ qum Enﬂwﬂmsm own death. It seems that he HmnEmmm% nﬂ.&nmmmm
””m MMH% mﬁﬂm MMMMH %mnwz Wmowmuwm“%m. .EB.Omﬁ me.m important was the deser-
. iom Star A ence in the north-west was v
Mumm mmMﬂn% wswm with Henry have been explained. The HumH%mmM MWM
d not ght. This may have been because of the cramped. battlefi
H.EWE mHmo suggest an element of disloyalty. ¥ -
gﬂﬁm wmm death robbed w.rm country of an effective, but cruel
areh A\MMm not the uniquely .9&. figure of Tudor propaganda
in the words of Charles Ross, his biographer, ‘a violent man in a

4

10 CONCLUSION: THE WARS OF THE ROSES .

M.mmqmﬂﬂ.ww SM?Hmﬁmmmmﬁ ﬁMmerm Wars of the Roses were marked w.u%
iolence and disorder. Revisionist historian
; . s h
y WMMM attention to ;&.m &mmv@mﬁmﬁ% of town walls, the mHMMM
g c practice of building houses rather than castles, the pros-
the peasantry, and the outstanding quality of the churches of

od

ite Mmmmwgﬂommdm\ mupnr as Charles Ross and A T Pollard are
et ?Mn mx%mmém.mﬁmﬁm_umﬁ% of this period. Two kings were
" e wére constant complaints about aristocratic disor-
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